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TWO LOYALIST WOMEN

PREFACE The two women recalled by this issue of GASPE OF
YESTERDAY not only had links to Gaspesia but were
archetypes of many of the women of Loyalist background that
did settle in the District of Gaspe two centuries ago.
Laura Ingersoll Secord the wife of a wounded officer of the
Lincoln Militia, Lieut.James Secord, was linked by marriage
to Mary Secord Beebe Pearson, her husband's aunt, and pioneer
Loyalist settler at New Carlisle. Sarah Bothum Sherwood was
the wife of Captain Justus Sherwood, distinguished officer of
the Loyal Rangers. With her husband she came to Gaspé in the
summer of 1783 and was a guest of the 0'Hara family while her
husband explired the coasts of Gaspesia for sites to settle
Loyalists.

LAURA Few Canadian women are better known, by name at

INGERSOLL least, than Laura Secord, even if many who note her

SECORD name on candy shops across the land may not know

of the historical context. Again, there are probably

few students in the history classes of Gaspesian schools who

link the Laura Secord, heroine of Beaver Dams, with Mary Secord

Beebe, Loyalist and matriarch of the prominent Beebe family of
Gaspesia.
Recently, in the Library of Confederation Center,

4
Charlottetown, P.E.I., GASPE OF YESTERDAYAfound a rare, old book
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on the life and times of James FitzGibbon, the British Army officer

who was warned by Laura Secord of impending attack by the invading

Americans. Here is a contemporary account of that historic incident:

‘ The duty of striking a preparatory blow, this sur-
} prise and capture of FitzGibbon, was entrusted to
| Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler and a force of upwards of
five hundred men.

The natural confidence of success which the com-
parative strength of the two forces gave the Ameri-
cans was eventually the cause of their defeat. At
! the Beaver Dam, some of the junior officers with

Lieut.-Colonel Beerstler were overheard discussing
his plans, and 2 woman undertook the difficult task
of attempting to reach and warn FitzGibbon.






























